MEETING MINUTES BURWARDSLEY PARISH COUNCIL Parish Council Meeting held in the Burwardsley Institute on Wednesday 4th February 2026 at 7:30pm  
Present: Councillor Marden, Councillor Mumme-Young, Councillor Carroll Councillor Stockton Councillor Mellor and Ward Councillor Jones

1. Open the Meeting and Apologies

Councillor Carroll opened the meeting. There were no apologies.

2. Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of interests given.

3. Open Forum

The re-siting of the bins was discussed and reported upon. All bins are now in the CWAC area and will be emptied by the Local Council.
All Bolesworth dates are to put on the website going forward and it was reported that there was a problem with some of the uploads of previous agendas and minutes. This will be looked at by Councillor Carroll.
The tree survey has been carried out by Bolesworth and will be discussed at the Bolesworth meeting on the 5th February 2026 by Councillor Carroll. The areas for discussion are as follows:
-result of tree survey
-clearing between forest and house boundaries
-electricity to the village

A query was raised re funding for War Graves in the local church and the clerk is to look into this.

Dan one of the villagers talked about electricity supply and the limits that he has had imposed on  his own supply despite making a large financial investment to future proof his property. The concern is that as the village grows with more property the current supply will not cope with additional housing and electric cars. The discussion also included the need for better broadband fibre coverage.

Ward Councillor Jones is to call and discuss with Dan the current plan for his property and what has been done so far.

4. Chairman’s Report

Councillor Carroll outlined that a meeting had been held to decide the precept for the forthcoming year on the 28th January 2026 and that it was decided to apply for a £500 increase which represents a modest increase compared to other local Parish Councils. The increase was requested based on the budget and it was stated that most of the money goes to pay the clerk. There is a reserve amount which will be used for projects and eventually we will get CIL money when the candle factory development is complete. Money needs to be spent as the auditors don’t like there to be more than 12 months’ worth of reserves in the accounts.

Incomplete white lines were mentioned and the clerk is to follow up with the relevant contact at CWAC and to keep Ward Councillor Jones up dated.

Ther has been no further development at Ridding Bank.

Councillor Carroll also raised concerns over levels of communication within the village and encouraged residents to talk to each other rather than reporting concerns to the PC.  Discussion was held as to how   community spirit could be improved with suggestions including a night at the Pheasant every Friday and/or a possible summer event……

Other ideas including knocking on doors to find out who everyone is and the clerk is to obtain the non-public version of the electoral roll from CWAC.

A flyer is to be sent out with the results from the survey conducted over the summer.

Lastly the clerk is to chase the relevant department with regards to blocked drains on Rock Lane.

5. Minutes

Councillor Mellor proposed the minutes from the 3rd December 2025 and Councillor Mumme Young seconded them. Councillor Carroll proposed the minutes from the 28thJanuary 2026 and Councillor Mellor seconded them.


 

6. Internal Controls

The budget has been set and the government emails are ongoing. With regards to church funding a Councillor will speak to David at the church.

7. Matters Arising

All covered

8. Highways

It was discussed that most hedges have now been cut but that a blower was needed to clear up the debris. Remaining hedge cutting is to be brought up at the Bolesworth meeting as it is the responsibility of the tenant farmers.

9. Finance

All agreed as per agenda



10.  Planning

There were no changes.

11. A.O.B

An advert that has run for the post office was incorrect and ineffective, but the PC is still willing to pay for an advert to promote the Post office and the shop. It was felt that the opening hours needed to be more flexible. Councillor Jones is to speak to the local MP about more promotion.


12. The next meeting is to be held on the 6th May 2026 along with the AGM.

Following meeting will be held on15th July 2026 and will include a Cheese and Wine event. 

Then a meeting to be held on 9th September 2026

Then a meeting to be held on the 11th November 2026

Then a meeting to be held on the 6th January 2027 



The meeting closed at 21:00

